Félix de Azara (1742 Azara ( -1821 , a Spanish military engineer, was a pioneer in natural history studies in southern South America. Charged with delimiting the borders of the Spanish and Portuguese crowns on the continent, he was sent to Buenos Aires and Asunción in representation of the Spanish king. When his Portuguese equivalent failed to show, he focused his attention on documenting the fauna, culture and geography of the region that he now called home, a broad area he defined as "Paraguay and La Plata", that includes modern day eastern Argentina, Paraguay, extreme southern Brazil and Uruguay. A detailed chronology of his movements, life and work is provided by Contreras (2010) .
Azara was a keen amateur naturalist and though he lacked formal biological training he had a keen eye for descriptive detail. His lack of scientific training was reflected in the fact that he gave his species vernacular names only, these either being names in local usage or short, but slightly cumbersome descriptions of the bird at hand. Azara self-published his landmark publication "Apuntamientos para la historia natural de los páxaros del Paraguay y Río de la Plata" in Spanish in three volumes (1802, 1805 a,b) , but it received little circulation. A poor French translation of the work featuring the annotations of Sonnini (Azara 1809) was circulated much more widely, yet it was received with reticence by a bourgeois scientific class unimpressed by the "amateurish" nature of the work and too easily swayed by the largely unfounded speculations of the annotator (Beddall 1983) . It would be several decades later, when the great Alcides d'Orbigny returned from his voyages to Brazil to confirm many of Azara's findings, that its true value was finally revealed (d´Orbigny 1839).
The lukewarm reception for the work did not prevent the taxonomists of the time clamoring to attach scientific names to the descriptions. One of the most prolific benefactors of Azara's work was Louis Jean-Pierre Vieillot (1748-1831), a French ornithologist and businessman (Beolens and Watkins 2003) , who reproduced abbreviated French translations of Azara's texts, retaining what he considered to be the most important parts of the diagnosis, and applying a scientific binomial to the description in keeping with Linnean rules. Azara (1802 Azara ( , 1805 provided descriptions of 448 birds from this region, of which over half were unknown to science at the time and 108 of which pertain to waterbirds, and it remains today a key text on the regions birds. However not all of Azara's descriptions have been conclusively associated with known species and a series of authors have attempted to identify and apply them to known taxa (Hartlaub 1847 , Berlepsch 1887 , Bertoni 1901 , Laubmann 1939 , Pereyra 1945 , Smith 2018 . Despite this, some species remain unidentified, whilst others have been the subject of disagreement between authors. In this paper I provide identifications for two of Azara's "mystery" waterbirds, suggesting new synonymies for the scientific names based on them. Note that Azara's measurements are given in inches (=25.4 mm) and lines (=2.21mm). (Linnaeus, 1766) . The description by Padre Nóseda formed the basis of Rallus maculosus Vieillot, 1819 , with Hartlaub (1847 updating the generic taxonomy to Ortygometra maculosa. Berlepsch (1887) first suggested apparently without any sound basis that this description was "maybe a juvenile Porzana leucopyrrhus". The juvenile of that species was not described until much later (Pereyra 1931 , Everitt 1962 . Laubmann (1939) undoubtedly followed Berlepsch (1887) by tentatively suggesting with a query that it was Red-and-white Crake Laterallus leucopyrrhus (Vieillot, 1819) , however he omitted any mention of a juvenile. Pereyra (1945) then subsequently repeated this identification but without either the uncertainty or the mention of age that other authors had included.
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Identity
Azara's text is a near perfect description of Ocellated Crake Micropygia schomburgkii (Cabanis in Schomburgk, 1848 ) and the measurements provided are broadly consistent with that species (Table 1) . That this identity was previously overlooked is perhaps influenced by the fact that the species was not known to occur in Paraguay until it was documented by Lowen et al. (1996) in the grasslands of Canindeyú department (Guyra Paraguay 2005), though it had been previously listed for Paraguay without supporting evidence by Contreras et al. (1990) . There are no modern records of the species from the area where Padre Nóseda lived (San Ignacio Guazú, Misiones department) which is much further south than the current known range. Notwithstanding, Nóseda's description represents the first report of the species in Paraguay. 
Nomenclatural recommendation
Previous identifications
Sonnini (in Azara 1809) noted the "great similarity" of the description to the "Chevalier Blanc" of Buffon, illustrated as the "White Redshank" in Edwards (1764: pl.139 ). This bird was described as Totanus candidus by Brisson, 1760, but Edwards himself considered the bird to be a Redshank Tringa totanus (Linnaeus, 1758) . Regardless, Azara's description has nothing more in common with Edwards' illustration or Brisson's and Buffon's descriptions than a similarity in leg color.
Hartlaub (1847) identified this species as Calidris arenaria Illiger, 1811, following Lichtenstein (1823) who had stated that "specimens from Montevideo suggested that this may be the bird that Azara referred to". Laubmann (1939) and Pereyra (1945) followed suit by including this name in the synonymy of Sanderling Calidris alba (Pallas, 1764) . Hellmayr (1948) also did so, albeit with a query. Again, aside from the presence of significant areas of white on the plumage, it is difficult to reconcile that species with Azara's detailed description.
Identity
With the exception of Sonnini, all previous authors seem to have paid little attention to the common name provided by Azara which means "red legs" (even though he described the legs in the description more accurately as "orange"). This significantly narrows the number of potential species it could refer to in South America and conclusively rules out Calidris alba (which has black legsMessage and Taylor 2005) as a possibility. The description of the upperparts (including the diagnostic white "shoulders" and contrasting rump), the white-tipped tail, wing pattern, bill shape and head markings are all consistent only with a non-breeding Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres (Linnaeus, 1758) . The measurements provided are also broadly consistent with that species (Table 1) .
Arenaria interpres is a species recently documented in Paraguay (Lesterhuis and Clay 2001 ), but which is now known to pass through the country as a rare, but perhaps annual passage migrant.
Nomenclatural recommendation
Totanus nigellus Vieillot, 1816 is a junior synonym of Arenaria interpres morinella (Linnaeus, 1766) . It is available for application, but is not the valid name of the species under the Principle of Priority (ICZN 1999; Article 23).
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